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Brisf. ETSA (A)

ETSA chief wants
to embrace state

PAUL STARICK
CHIEF REPOATER

THE chief of the Hong Hong-
based frm which econtrols
ET2A Utilities yesterday de-
clared his company wanted to
“eal part of the state”

In a rare intetview, M HIL
Kam said Cheung Kong Infia-
structure Heldings wanted to
vparticipale” and “bhe per-
ceived as welcome here’.

In Adelaide to award 21 uni-
versity exchange scholarships
to Bouth Australians, Mt Xam,
5%, did not directly refer to
ETEAs ownership or else-
tricity distribulion business

Buk he said the $7.5 milllon
Endeavour Austtalin Cheung
Kong E&cholarship piogram,
thtough which more than 90
younE Australians will study in
Asian this year, was evidence
that his company was a good
corporate cibizen

“For us to work in so many
places in Lhe wetld, the import-
ant thing is to participate inthe
local {(area) as much as poss-
ille,” he told The Adveriiser

“The bmpeitant thing, 1
think, i& we want te be per-
ceived as weleome hers ”

The Cheung Kong Infrastiue-
ture Holdings group managing
ditector was the guest ol
honour at the Old Patlizmenl
House ceremany, wheie he was
joined by a ¢luteh of state pal-

HING LAM [H.L.) KAM

B Ceputy rmanaging director
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- Group managing direclor
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Holdings Limited
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B Erothor-in-law of Li Ka-shino.
Cheung Kong Heldings)
chairman

Spmrens Cinia e Moy |Hol deg ol wolindo

itleal and education leadeis
They included Premier Miks
Rann, two Cabinel ministers,
senior Opposition figures and
three wniversity wice-
chancellors

M1 Rann, who fercely op-
posed ETSAs privatisation,
weloomed My Kam as a “great
[riend*™

1 saw Tor mysell in Hong
Kong how the {Cheung Kongh
proup has a fantasthe commit-
ment to education and sel-
epnce,” Mr Rann sxid

Thiz highlighted a2 warming
of relations since M1 Rann in
fate 1068 guestioned Cheung
Kong's lnks “to the Chinese
Communist regime’ and “thei
employment and environ-
mental records™

AL the time, M1 Rann also
angered some within Labor by
saying the 53 5 billion, 200-year
leaze of ETSA Utllities “could
perhaps see the Red Gumd
rejoicing each time South Aust-
rallans turm on bheir powetr”

Vesterday, M1 Kam empha-
glged Lhe Niendship with WM
Rann by posing for photo-
graphs with the Premier and
scholaiship reclplents

“We are very pleaged to have
the chance to contribute this,™
M1 Kam said “We feel having
a program like this, by giving
coportunlty for youngsters be-
fore they work, it will be very
good for them.”

Cheung Hong Infrastiucture
Holdings and Honghong Elec-
tric Holdings, part of the
Cheung Kong Group ol com-
panies, cwn 51 per cent of
ETSA Utilities

The scholaiships every year
allow 70 Aslan studenis Lo
come to Austialin and at least
70 Australians to study in Asin

The program is jointly funded
by the Cheung Kong Group
and the Federal Government

AOPPORTUNITY: H L Kam with acholasahip reciplants Lesn Marro, Willizm Sitarenos and Aachal Bullan yesterday
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